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Plane Graveyards and the Mojave Desert  

By Kristine Zeigler 

 
Fly into: Victorville, KVCV. Activities nearby: Joshua Tree National Park (about 1.5 hours away), 

Historic Route 66 in downtown Victorville, Big Bear Lake, the boneyards of planes at Mojave Airport and 

Southern California Logistics Airport, and Heritage Field - home of the High Desert Mavericks - a Class A 

Advanced Affiliate of the Texas Rangers.   

 

What we did: Rented a car from Hertz, drove to my parentsô house for the Fourth of July weekend, took 

walks in the desert and observed dozens of bird and mammal species from the comfort of a shaded patio 

(California quail, black-tailed jackrabbit, desert cottontail, Scottôs oriole, Broad-tailed hummingbird, 

antelope ground squirrel, among many others). We took our nephew to his first baseball game, which 

ended in an extraordinary display of fireworks set to music. People in the desert love to set off fireworks, 

as we learned on the drive home from the ballpark, and every neighborhood hosts their own spectacle ï 

we must have passed no fewer than 20 productions! 

 

 

 

Notes: The staff was friendly at Million Air, but the prices were not. We paid $200 in tie-down fees for 

three nights. It would have been cheaper for us to overnight at nearby Apple Valley Airport (KAPV). But 

the convenience of the rental car, the lovely lobby, the shuttle from the parking to the air-conditioned 

building, and the up-close views of the planes in storage, made it all worthwhile. Not to mention that my 

parents got a kick out of pretending we were all millionaires. Still, you could do some takeoffs and 

landings here and see the planes without spending that kind of money.  

https://www.nps.gov/jotr/planyourvisit/index.htm
http://tour.mojaveairport.com/point4
http://www.logisticsairport.com/page.aspx?pgid=3
http://www.milb.com/index.jsp?sid=t504
http://cms.sbcounty.gov/airports/Airports/AppleValley.aspx


Southern California Logistics Airport serves as a ñtransitional facility for commercial aircraft,ò otherwise 

known as a plane graveyard. It was a thrill to taxi next to 747s, 757s, Airbuses and other hulking aircraft 

in deep slumber. I wondered if they would ever come out of their mothball state, unfurl their wings and 

take to the skies just one more time. Itôs eerie being in the midst of these ghost aircraft. There is no public 

access to see them, but as a pilot youôll have superior viewing. 

  

                         

 

 

Before we departed for our return flight to the Bay Area, two European men loitering in the lobby at 

Million Air approached and asked me if I was a pilot. They were bummed out there was no museum they 

could visit. If I had not been with my entire family, I would have given them a free ride in the Piper to the 

plane graveyard adjacent to the taxiway. The gentlemen were Norwegian Airline Boeing 787 Dreamliner 



pilots based out of Oakland. I joked with them that they have to make decisions much quicker than I do, 

given the cruising speed of their aircraft. They said my job as a pilot was harder, as they just punch codes 

into their computer and it flies their plane. Iôm sure itôs not as easy as they made it sound, but itôs nice to 

be admired by professionals. 

Joshua Approach gave us permission to fly over R-2515, Edwards Air Force Base, on the way in and out, 

as long as we maintained 7,500ô and above. Which was no easy feat. The air over the desert shoved the 

Piper down, even though the nose pointed straight up, making a climb to 7,500ô a lengthier task than it 

demands in the Bay Area.  

 

              

               



 

At last we reached the required altitude and crossed the Tehachapi Mountains, one of the most important 

mountain ranges on the continent. The Tehachapis connect the Sierra Nevada Mountains, the Coastal 

Range, and the Transverse Ranges with the Mojave Desert and the Great Central Valley of California ï 

this region hosts a dizzying array of plants and animals found nowhere else on Earth!  

 

https://www.cnps.org/cnps/publications/fremontia/FremontiaV43.2.pdf


 

If you get hungry or need fuel while flying between the Bay Area and Victorville, I highly recommend 

the Aviator Casino at tiny little Delano Airport. Shiny chrome surfaces, airplane seating as part of the 

décor, a terrific menu and excellent service await you! 

 

 

Contact Information: Million Air Victorville, (760) 246-7794 

Website: http://www.millionair.com/VCV.aspx  

Kristine is a writer and conservation nonprofit executive. Read her blog and visit her website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://theaviatorcasino.com/dining/
http://www.millionair.com/VCV.aspx
http://www.owensrivergirl.com/
http://www.kristinezeigler.com/


KLASɂLas Vegas, McCarran Airport  

by David Niven 

My girlfriend and I took the Archer (9556K) down to Las Vegas for her bowling tournament. On 

the morning of the flight, weather was not ideal for a Sierra crossing, and the coast was fogged 

in. This made the San Juaquin Valley the easy choice. We woke up around 4:45am, with an 

estimated flight time of around 4 hours plus a fuel stop. I wanted to beat the 105 degree heat 

and predicted afternoon gusty winds in Las Vegas. 

At the field, Concord (CCR) was under a 1500ft ceiling which stretched from the coast out to 
Travis AFB and beyond, but it was clear to the east. I had to wait for the FBO to open as the 
plane was not fueled. A handy tip would be to call the FBO the day before if you are planning to 
leave CCR early in the morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We departed under the cloud layer to the East, then it was two hours of easy flying into 
Bakersfield (KBFL) for fuel. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We stopped at KBFL for fuel. ItΩs just before the start of mountainous terrain and desert. It's 
easy to get into, and the location offers several route options to get to Las Vegas. We used Epic 
Jet Center for fuel. They were pleasant and fast, with nice facilities. There is no restaurant on 
field. I wanted to turn and burn so this was not a factor.  

 

The terrain at the end of the San Juaquin Valley rises to a respectable mountain ridge. We 
climbed high to stay clear of the ridge line. 
 

      



We encountered a TFR enroute for a rocket launch at Victorville. 
 

 
 

Over the desert, the heat and turbulence picked up steadily. We flew around the large 
restricted areas, and followed i15 into Las Vegas. 
 

 


